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What do we know about Fixing 
America's Surface Transportation Act 
or "FAST Act": How it will impact the 
STIP Program! 
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Outline 

 Overview Federal Surface Reauthorization 

(FAST Act) 

 NCDOT Codes 

 STIP Programming 

 Challenges and Next Steps 
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FAST ACT 

• Passed into law on December 4, 2015 (P.L. 114-94) 

• First long-term transportation bill since 

SAFETEA-LU in August 2005. 

• First time surface transportation law 

includes a rail title. 
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• TITLE I—FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS  

• TITLE II—INNOVATIVE PROJECT FINANCE  

• TITLE III—PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION  

• TITLE IV—HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY  

• TITLE V—MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY  

• TITLE VI—INNOVATION 

• TITLE VII—HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TRANSPORTATION 

• TITLE VIII—MULTIMODAL FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION  

• TITLE IX—NATIONAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION AND 

INNOVATIVE FINANCE BUREAU  

• TITLE XI—RAIL 

• TITLE XXIV—MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY 

• TITLE XXXI—HIGHWAY TRUST FUND AND RELATED TAXES 

• TITLE XXXII—OFFSETS  

• …… 
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FAST ACT 
• $305 billion (all modes) from 2016 to 2020. 

 
• The FAST Act retains the ~ 80-20 percent 

funding split for highways and mass transit. 



Transportation 7 

Funding Certainty for Five Years 
• Contract Authority Provided for highway, 

highway safety, and transit programs between 
FY 2016 and 2020. 
 

• $305 billion in total funding; $281 billion 
guaranteed from the Highway Trust Fund. 

 
• Builds on the program structure and reforms 

of MAP-21 (Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act) 
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$305 B (all modes) over FY2016-2020 
Program 5-Year Funding 

(billions) 

Federal Highway Administration $ 226.3 

Federal Transit Administration 61.1 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 3.2 

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Administration 0.4 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 4.7 

Federal Railroad Administration 10.3 

     Total 305.0 

Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/ 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/
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74% 

20% 

1% 0% 2% 3% 5-Year Funding (billions) 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

Federal Transit 
Administration 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration 

Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Administration 

National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 
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Highway Contract Authority, 2016-2020 

  

  



Transportation 11 

Core FA Highway Programs 

National Highway 
Performance 

Program(NHPP) 

Surface 
Transportation 

Block Grant 
Program 
(STBG) 

Congestion 
Mitigation & Air 

Quality 
Improvement 

(CMAQ) 

Highway Safety 
Improvement 

Program 
(HSIP) 

Railway-Highway 
Crossings Program 

Metropolitan 
Planning(MPP) 

National Highway 
Freight 

Program(NHFP) 
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Growth Varies by Program 

 $23,280   $11,654  

 $2,405  

 $2,317   $235   $343  
 $1,249  

Avg. Annual Funding (millions) 

National Highway Performance 
Program 

Surface Transportation Block 
Grant Program 

Congestion Mitigation & Air 
Quality Improvement 

Highway Safety Improvement 
Program 

Railway-Highway Crossings 
Program 

Metropolitan Planning 

National Highway Freight 
Program 
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Transportation 
Alternatives Set-

aside,  $760  
Recreational 

Trails Program 
Set-aside,  $84  

Surface 
Transportation 

Block Grant 
Program (net of 

TA & Rec 
Trails),  $10,809  

Avg. Annual Funding (millions) 
STBG 

STBG: Surface Transportation Block 
Grant Program 
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56% 28% 

6% 
6% 
0% 1% 

3% 

Avg. Annual Funding 

National Highway Performance 
Program 
Surface Transportation Block 
Grant Program 
Congestion Mitigation & Air 
Quality Improvement 
Highway Safety Improvement 
Program 
Railway-Highway Crossings 
Program 
Metropolitan Planning 

National Highway Freight 
Program 
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A Multimodal Program 

 Proportionate funding increases for both 

highway and transit programs. 

 Formula-based National Freight Program to 

support highway freight movement. 

 Continuation of bicycle and pedestrian funding 

program. 

 General Fund authorization of passenger rail 

funding and programs, including Amtrak. 
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HIGHWAY TRUST FUND 
APPORTIONMENTS 
FOR NORTH CAROLINA, 2016-2020 

In millions 
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HIGHWAY TRUST FUND APPORTIONMENTS 
FOR NORTH CAROLINA, 2016-2020 
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 $             6,959 Millions TOTAL  
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Highways 
90% 

Transit 
10% 

5 - Year Total 
NORTH CAROLINA 

98% 

2% Highways HTF and GF 

5 - Year Total 

5 - Year Total-NC 
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NHPP,  $603  STBGP,  
$301  

HSIP,  $56  
RHCP,  $10  

CMAQ,  $51  
MPP,  

$5  
NHFP,  $30  

North Carolina  
2016 FY Total Apportioned  

Under Fast Act  
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57% 28% 

5% 

1% 
5% 

1% 3% 

North Carolina  
2016 FY Total Apportioned  

Under Fast Act  National Highway 
Performance Program 

Surface Transportation 
Block Grant Program 

Highway Safety 
Improvement Program 

Railway- Highway 
Crossings Program 

Congestion Mitigation & 
Air Quality Improvement 

Congestion Mitigation & 
Metropolitan Planning 

Congestion National 
Highway Freight Program 
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FMIS W10 A Report: Sample 



RAIL HWY CROSS 
HAZARD ELM 

FAST ZS40 

RAIL HWY PROTECT DEV FAST ZS50 

HIGHWAY SAFETY IMP 
PROG FAST ZS30 

RECREATIONAL TRAILS FAST Z940 

REDISTRIB CERTAIN AUTH FAST 
Z030 

NATIONAL HIGHWAY PERF FAST Z001 

PROJ TO REDUCE PM 
2.5 EMI FAST Z003 

CONGESTION MITIGATION 
FAST Z400 

STATEWIDE PLANNING FAST Z550 

RESEARCH DEVT 
AND TECH FAST 

Z560 

METROPOLITAN 
PLANNING FAST Z450 

STBG-URBANIZED 
>200K FAST Z230 

STBG 5-200K 
POP FASTG 

Z231 

STBG 
FAST OFF-
SYSTEM 
BRIDGE 

Z233 

SURFACE TRANSP BLOCK GRTS-FLEX 
Z240 

STBG <5K POP - 
FAST Z232 

TRANS ALTERN 5K AND 
UNDER FAST Z303 

TRANS ALTERNATIVES 
5-200K FAST Z302 

TRANS ALTERNATIVES 
>200K FAST Z301 

TRANSP ALTERNATIVES 
FLEX FAST Z300 

NATIONAL HWY FREIGHT PROGRAM 
Z460 

NATIONAL HWY 
PERF EXEMPT 

FAST Z002 

STBG-URBANIZED 
>200K FAST Z230 

FY - 2016 APPORTIONMENT RAIL HWY CROSS HAZARD ELM FAST ZS40 

RAIL HWY PROTECT DEV FAST ZS50 

HIGHWAY SAFETY IMP PROG FAST ZS30 

RECREATIONAL TRAILS FAST Z940 

REDISTRIB CERTAIN AUTH FAST Z030 

NATIONAL HIGHWAY PERF FAST Z001 

PROJ TO REDUCE PM 2.5 EMI FAST Z003 

CONGESTION MITIGATION FAST Z400 

STATEWIDE PLANNING FAST Z550 

RESEARCH DEVT AND TECH FAST Z560 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING FAST Z450 

STBG-URBANIZED >200K FAST Z230 

STBG 5-200K POP FASTG Z231 

STBG FAST OFF-SYSTEM BRIDGE Z233 

SURFACE TRANSP BLOCK GRTS-FLEX Z240 

STBG <5K POP - FAST Z232 

TRANS ALTERN 5K AND UNDER FAST Z303 

TRANS ALTERNATIVES 5-200K FAST Z302 

TRANS ALTERNATIVES >200K FAST Z301 

TRANSP ALTERNATIVES FLEX FAST Z300 

NATIONAL HWY FREIGHT PROGRAM Z460 

NATIONAL HWY PERF EXEMPT FAST Z002 

STBG-URBANIZED >200K FAST Z230 
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Freight Program 
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A New Freight Program 
• New FAST Act- Freight Provisions. 

• Creates a new discretionary freight-focused grant 
program that will invest $4.5 billion over 5 years. 

• Establishes a National Highway Freight Program.   

• The Act provides $6.3 billion in formula funds over 
five years for States to invest in freight projects on the 
National Highway Freight Network.  

https://www.transportation.gov/fastact/freight-factsheet 
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A New Freight Program 
• Up to 10 percent of these funds may be used for 

intermodal projects. 

• Eligible activities include construction, operational 
improvements, freight planning and performance 
measures. 

• States required to have freight plans to obligate NHFP 
$ (beginning FY 2018). 
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More about Freight Networks 
• National Multimodal Freight Network (NMFN) 

• National Highway Freight Network (NHFN) 
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National Multimodal Freight Network 
Include: 

• NHFN 
• Freight Rail Systems  and Railroads 
• Public Ports 
• Airports 
• Intermodal facilities 
• …. 
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National Highway Freight Network 
Include: 

• Primary Highway Freight System (PHFS); 
initially 41K miles.  

• Critical rural freight corridors identified by 
States. 

• Critical urban freight corridors with State-MPO 
consultation. 

• Portions of Interstate System not included in the 
PHFS 

• PHFS must be re-designated every 5 years. 
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Freight Formula Funds 

 State freight plans (required) & advisory 

committees (encouraged). 

 $1.2 B / year (average), apportioned to 

States by formula. 

 No State Freight Plan  = No Freight 

Formula $$$ 

 
https://www.transportation.gov/fastact/freight-factsheet 
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Other Programs 

 Federal Lands & Tribal Programs 

 Research, development, technology & Education 

 Planning, Performance & Project Delivery 

 TIFIA and Ferry Boat Programs 

 Tolling/HOV 

 Highway Design/Urban Street Design 

 Designate national electric vehicle charging and 

hydrogen, natural gas, and propane fueling corridors 
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 $-    
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 $1,000,000  
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STIP FY 

TOTAL STIP 

NHPP 

TOTAL STIP 1,696  $      ** 21,047,232  
NHPP 297  $       ** 7,721,639  
  
% 18% 37% 

STIP 2016-2025 

** Cost in thousands of dollars 
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STIP 2016-2025 

NHP - National Highway Performance Program 
NHPB - National Highway Performance Program 
(Bridge) 
NHPBA - National Highway Performance Program 
(Bonus Allocation) 
NHPIM - National Highway Performance Program 
(Interstate Maintenance) 
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STIP Impacts: Mega Projects >$50M  
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STIP Impacts  

 About $30 M in NHFP program each FY.   

 STIP Managers have to:  

Investigate/Coordinate and figure out which 

existing projects can program this funding 

on – May be most any interstate widening. 
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STIP Impacts  

 The only new funding designation will be added to 

the STIP due to the FAST act is STBP (Surface 

Transportation Block Grant).   

 STP project  STPB project,  

 STP-DA project  STBG-DA, etc. 

 Using TAP and TAPDA for the STP block grant set 

asides for those purposes. 
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Challenges  
FAST Act What this does for North Carolina  

 FAST delivers 5 years of certainty.  

 Total NC State shares over 5 years of the 

FAST Act: $6,959M. 

 Major State Projects that can benefit from 

the FAST Act.  
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FAST Act What this does for North Carolina? 
 Plan and budget for transportation projects 

accomplished in MAP-21, FAST is cutting red 

tape and accelerating project delivery to increase 

NC’s ability to efficiently finish projects.  

 FAST gives NC the ability to prepare for the next 

5 years with a focus on innovation that NC can 

better deploy technology to improve the state 

transportation network and State freight plans.  
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FAST Act What this does for North Carolina?  
 Development of a National Freight Strategic Plan 

(NFSP) to implement the goals of the new National 

Multimodal Freight Policy.   

 The NFSP will address the conditions and 

performance of the multimodal freight system, 

identify strategies and best practices to improve 

intermodal connectivity and performance of the 

national freight system, and mitigate the impacts 

of freight movement on communities. 
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Let us Build our State Freight Plans!  

Image source: Copyright © 2016 Samuel Shapiro & Company, Inc 
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/factsheets/ 
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Citations: 
 https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/ 

 https://www.transportation.gov/fastact/ 

 AASHTO 

 Southeast Rail Form 2016 (SRF) 

 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/
https://www.transportation.gov/fastact/
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Contact Information & Questions  
Dr. Majed Al-Ghandour, PhD, PE, CPM, M.ASCE 
Manager 
 
Division of  
Planning and Programming 
 
 malghandour@ncdot.gov 
 
919-707-4620  
 

mailto:malghandour@ncdot.gov
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